Town of Ridgeway
Town Board Meeting
Monday, November 20, 2023
410 West Avenue, Medina

Officers Present: Brian Napoli Supervisor
Jeffrey Toussaint Councilman
Duane Payne Councilman
Cliff Barber Councilman
Mary Woodruff Councilwoman
Hannah Hill Town Clerk
John Olinger Highway Superintendent
Jason Raduns Code Enforcement Officer
Trisha Laszewski Assessor
Kathy Bogan Town Attorney
Others Present: Diana Baker Village of Medina Trustee

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Napoli at 7:15PM with the reciting of the pledge of
allegiance.

RESOLUTION NO. 85-11/20/2023 RESOLUTION: ACCEPT THE AGENDA FOR NOVEMBER
20,2023 MEETING

Offered by Councilman Barber who moved its adoption.
Seconded by Councilwoman Woodruff.

Adopted: 5 Ayes 0 Nays
Resolved to accept the agenda for the November 20, 2023 Town Board meeting.

RESOLUTION NO. 86-11/20/2023 RESOLUTION: ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF THE
OCTOBER 16,2023 PUBLIC HEARING AS PRESENTED

Offered by Councilman Toussaint who moved its adoption.
Seconded by Councilman Payne.

Adopted: 5 Ayes 0 Nays
Resolved to accept the minutes for the October 16, 2023 Public Hearing as presented.

RESOLUTION NO. 87-11/20/2023 RESOLUTION: ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF THE
OCTOBER 16,2023 BOARD MEETING AS PRESENTED

Offered by Councilman Toussaint who moved its adoption.
Seconded by Councilman Barber.
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Adopted: 5 Ayes 0 Nays
Resolved to accept the minutes for the October 16, 2023 Board Meeting as presented.
COMMUNICATIONS:

A. Letter from Dylan Lonnen concerning Marshall Road

B. Letter from NYSEG; government subsidy for gas bills this winter

C. Letter concerning polling station at Town Hall
Councilwoman Woodruff explained that she had also received a letter from a high
school student regarding the polling stations.

D. Municipal Shelter Inspection Report

DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS:

Work Session: December 12, 2023, 7PM, Ridgeway Town Hall
Town Board Meeting: December 18, 2023, 7PM, Ridgeway Town Hall
End of Year Meeting: December 28, 2023, 2PM, Ridgeway Town Hall

NEW BUSINESS:
RESOLUTION NO. 88-11/20/2023 RESOLUTION: ADOPT 2024 BUDGET

Supervisor Napoli thanked the department heads as well as Joanna Follman for their work on the 2024
budget.

Offered by Councilwoman Woodruff. Seconded by Councilman Toussaint.
Adopted: 5 Ayes 0 Nays

Resolved to adopt 2024 budget.

(See attached budget)

RESOLUTION NO. 89-11/20/2023 RESOLUTION: ADOPT LOCAL LAW NO. 2 OF 2023
ENTITLED: A LOCAL LAW TO PROVIDE FOR SENIOR
CITIZEN TAX EXEMPTION PURSUANT TO REAL
PROPERTY TAX LAW § 467 AND DEFINE INCOME
LIMITS FOR THE SAME

Offered by Councilman Barber. Seconded by Councilwoman Woodruff.
Adopted: 5 Ayes 0 Nays
Resolved to adopt Local Law No. 2 of 2023.

(See attached local law)

RESOLUTION NO.90-11/20/2023 RESOLUTION: ADOPT LOCAL LAW NO. 3 OF 2023
ENTITLED: A LOCAL LAW TO PROVIDE FOR A
PARTIAL EXEMPTION FROM REAL PROPERTY TAXES
TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AND LIMITED
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INCOMES PURSUANT TO REAL PROPERTY TAX LAW
§ 459-C AND DEFINE INCOME LIMITS FOR THE SAME

Offered by Councilman Toussaint. Seconded by Councilman Payne.
Adopted: 5 Ayes 0 Nays
Resolved to adopt Local Law No. 3 of 2023.

(See attached local law)

RESOLUTION NO.91-11/20/2023 RESOLUTION: APPROVE HEALTH INSURANCE
CONTRACT WITH INDEPENDENT HEALTH.
AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR TO SIGN.

Offered by Councilman Toussaint. Seconded by Councilman Barber.

Adopted: 5 Ayes 0 Nays

Resolved to approve health insurance contract with Independent Health and authorize Supervisor to
sign.

RESOLUTION NO.92-11/20/2023 RESOLUTION: AUTHORIZE RENEWAL OF SIX-MONTH
CD WITH TOMPKINS BANK FOR $440,000 AT 4.95%
APY.INTEREST TO BE DEPOSITED IN GENERAL

FUND.

Offered by Councilman Barber. Seconded by Councilwoman Woodruff.

Adopted: 5 Ayes 0 Nays

Resolved to authorize renewal of six-month CD with Tompkins Bank for $440,000 at 4.95% APY and
deposit interest in general fund.

RESOLUTION NO.93-11/20/2023 RESOLUTION: ALLOW UNPAID CHARGES FOR PUBLIC
WATER TO BE REASSESSED AND ADDED TO THE
JANUARY 2024 TOWN AND COUNTY TAX BILLS.

Supervisor Napoli praised water clerk Joelle Brown for doing an excellent job working with residents
to keep the total amount of reassessment as low as possible.

Offered by Councilman Payne. Seconded by Councilwoman Woodruff.

Adopted: 5 Ayes 0 Nays

Resolved to allow unpaid charges for public water to be reassessed and added to the January 2024
Town and County tax bills.
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RESOLUTION NO. 94-11/20/2023 RESOLUTION: AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR TO SIGN

REPRESENTATION LETTER WITH ALLIED FINANCIAL

FOR 2023 /2024 FISCAL YEARS.

Offered by Councilman Toussaint. Seconded by Councilman Barber.
Adopted: 5 Ayes 0 Nays

Resolved to authorize Supervisor to sign representation letter with Allied Financial.

RESOLUTION NO. 95-11/20/2023 RESOLUTION: APPROVE 2022 AUDIT; SEND TO
STATE COMPTROLLER AND S&P.

Offered by Councilwoman Woodruff. Seconded by Councilman Toussaint.
Adopted: 5 Ayes 0 Nays

Resolved to approve 2022 audit and send to State Comptroller and S&P.

OTHER BUSINESS:

A. Fire Company Report for October:

RIDGEWAY VOLUNTEER FIRE CO. INC

11392 Ridge Road
PO Bax B16

@ Modine, NY 14183-0816
e weyiire ahestng.IY S

FIRE REPORT - MONTH OF OCTOBER 2023

EMS - 12

MVA- 4

HAZ. CONDITION - 2

SMOKE INVESTIGATION - 1

TOTAL - 18 YEAR TO DATE - 250

61.31 HOURS ON CALLS YTD - 1355.07
6.5 FIREFIGHTERS PER CALL

B. Department and County Legislator Reports:

Town Clerk: Town Clerk Hill said her office has been organizing and going through old

Supervisor/Accountant files. She said that 33 boxes of files whose retention periods had long
passed were shredded. The Town Clerk’s office has also been doing a lot of hunting licenses.

Code Enforcement Officer: CEO Raduns said he has issued five building permits, closed out
five permits, and attended meetings including the County Planning meeting. He explained that
he was out for a week with Covid but has since been working on creating a unified NYS solar
application and some other outdated forms.
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Highway Superintendent: Superintendent Olinger said his department has everything ready
for winter and is busy with shop and equipment maintenance as well as working on culvert
pipes and ditching when possible.

Assessor: Assessor Laszewski said that her office is quiet right now but exemption renewal
notices would be going out soon. She said that she is confident Julie Cecchini will make the
transition to Assessor perfectly fine. She echoed Supervisor Napoli’s praise for Joelle Brown
saying that she does a phenomenal job working with residents to keep water re-levy amounts

low.

Attorney Bogan: Attorney Bogan also commended Joelle Brown’s work, saying Joelle took
initiative to let her know about a water bill that could have complicated a house closing,
making it possible for her to remedy the situation for her client. Attorney Bogan also told Town
Clerk Hill to be careful not to shred old insurance policies as they have been needed at the
County level well past their retention period.

Village of Medina: Trustee Baker mentioned looking at account A.5132 (Highway Garage)
next year, saying she thought it should be a “B” (outside village) account. She also reminded
everyone that Medina’s Old Tyme Christmas and Parade of Lights would be on Saturday,
November 25th, Supervisor Napoli inquired about Glenwood Lake Bridge and how that was
listed in their budget as it is technically owned by the Village. He also asked if there was an
update on the building that burnt across from the Village Hall. Trustee Baker said that the
Village had no updates on that building. Councilwoman Woodruff asked who was on the Village

planning board.
Councilman Reports:

Councilman Payne: Councilman Payne mentioned that he was glad to see many new entries
for the Parade of Lights this year.

Councilwoman Woodruff: Councilwoman Woodruff expressed that she was happy with the
choice of Grand Marshall of the Parade, Todd Bensley. She told the Board that she worked on
the Decorate Medina committee the previous Saturday with Jaye Sullivan and others to get the
Village ready for the Christmas season. Councilwoman Woodruff gave an update on the work
rules as well as the interviews for Assessor Clerk. She said that Julie Cecchini did an
extraordinary job with interviews. She also asked Town Clerk Hill if agendas could be available
on the website earlier. Town Clerk Hill said that she will work to get those on the website as
soon as she receives them from the Supervisor.

Councilman Toussaint: nothing to report
Councilman Barber: nothing to report
. Pay Bills:

Supervisor asked for a motion to pay the bills as presented:

A- General Townwide $ 7420242
B- General Outside Village $ 8,723.35
DA- Highway Townwide $ 43,258.03
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DB- Highway Outside Village $ 17,545.88
SL- Knowlesville Light District $ 300.29
SS- Knowlesville Sewer $ 151.74
SW- Water Improvement Areas $ 10,241.03
Total Abstract: $154,422.74

Offered by Councilman Barber who moved its adoption.
Seconded by Councilman Toussaint.

Motion carried: 5 Ayes 0 Nays
QUESTIONS/COMMENTS:

Supervisor Napoli asked for any questions or comments. None were heard.

As there was no further business, Supervisor Napoli asked for a motion to adjourn.

The motion was offered by Councilwoman Woodruff and seconded by Councilman Barber.

Motion carried: 5 Ayes 0 Nays

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Hannah Hill
Ridgeway Town Clerk
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TOWN BUDGET
FOR 2024

Town of Ridgeway
County of Orleans

Villages Within or Partly Within Town
Village of Medina

Certification of Town Clerk

I, V) ' , Town Clerk, certify that
the following is a true and correct copy of the 2024 budget of the
Town of Ridgeway, as adopted by the Town Board on the

20st day of November, 2023.

Town Clerk

Dated
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TOWN OF RIDGEWAY
LOCAL LAW No. 2 OF 2023
A LOCAL LAW TO PROVIDE FOR SENIOR CITIZEN TAX EXEMPTION
PURSUANT TO REAL PROPERTY TAX LAW § 467 AND DEFINE INCOME LIMITS
FOR THE SAME

BE IT ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Ridgeway as follows:

SECTION 1. STATUTORY AUTHORITY

This local law is adopted pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Home Rule
Law and the Real Property Tax Law of the State of New York.

SECTION 2. PURPOSE AND INTENT

(a) This local law provides for a partial property tax exemption for persons 65 years of
age or older, based upon certain income qualifications, pursuant to Real Property Tax

Law § 467.

SECTION 3. PARTIAL TAX EXEMPTION GRANTED UNDER RPTL § 467

Real Property owned by one or more persons, each of whom is sixty-five years of age or
over, or real property owned by married a couple or by siblings, one of whom is sixty-
five years of age or over, shall be exempt from taxation for county purposes up to a
maximum of fifty percent (50%) of the assessed value provided the owner(s) meet the
qualifications set forth below. Any person otherwise qualifying under this section shall
not be denied the exemption under this section if they become sixty-five years of age
after the appropriate taxable status date and on or before December thirty-first (31 ) of

the same year.

ANNUAL INCOME R EXEMPTION FROVITAXATION

$19,000 or less 50%
$19,000.01 - $19,999.99 45%

$20,000.00 - $20,999.99 40% ]
$21,000.00 - $21,999.99 ) 35%

i $22,000.00 - $22,899.99 - 30% -
©$22,900.00 - $23,799.99 - 25%
©$23,800.00 - $24,699.99 20%




SECTION 4. INCOME QUALIFICATIONS

(2) The “applicable income tax year” as used herein shall mean the second most recent
calendar year.

(b) The term "income" as used herein shall mean the "adjusted gross income" for federal
income tax purposes as reported on the applicant's federal or state income tax return for
the applicable income tax year, subject to any subsequent amendments or revisions to
Real Property Tax Law § 467 (3)(iv); provided that if no such return was filed for the
applicable income tax year, the applicant's income shall be determined based on the
amounts that would have so been reported if such a return had been filed; and provided
further, that when determining income for purposes of this section, the following
conditions shall be applicable:

(1) any social security benefits not included in such federal adjusted gross income
shall be considered income;

(2) distributions received from an individual retirement account or individual
retirement annuity that were included in the applicant's federal adjusted gross
income shall be considered income and shall not be excluded;

(3) any tax-exempt interest or dividends that were excluded from the
applicant's federal adjusted gross income shall be considered income;

(4) any losses that were applied to reduce the applicant's federal adjusted gross
income shall be subject to the following limitations:

(A) the net amount of loss reported on federal Schedule C, D, E, or F shall
not exceed three thousand dollars ($3,000) per schedule,

(B) the net amount of any other separate category of loss shall not exceed
three thousand dollars ($3,000), and

(C) the aggregate amount of all losses shall not exceed fifteen thousand
dollars ($15,000);



(c) No exemption shall be granted

(a) If the income of the owner or the combined income of the owners of the
property for the applicable income tax year exceeds the sum provided in
Section 3 of this local law.

(b) Where title is vested in a married person, the combined income of such
person and such person’s spouse may not exceed such sum, except where one
spouse or ex-spouse is absent from the property due to divorce, legal
separation or abandonment, in which case only the income of the spouse
or ex-spouse residing on the property shall be considered and may not
exceed such sum.

SECTION 5. REPEAL, AMENDMENT AND SUPERSESSION OF OTHER LAWS

This Local Law supersedes all resolutions and Local Laws adopted by the Town of Ridgeway to
implement a partial real property tax exemption for certain eligible sixty-five (65) years of age or

older.

SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Department of State and
shall apply to assessment rolls prepared on the basis of taxable status dates occurring on or after

March 1, 2024,



TOWN OF RIDGEWAY
LOCAL LAW No. 3 OF 2023
A LOCAL LAW TO PROVIDE FOR A PARTIAL EXEMPTION FROM REAL
PROPERTY TAXES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AND LIMITED INCOMES
PURSUANT TO REAL PROPERTY TAX LAW § 459-C AND DEFINE INCOME
LIMITS FOR THE SAME

BE IT ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Ridgeway as follows:

SECTION I: STATUTORY AUTHORITY

This local law is adopted pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Home Rule
Law and the Real Property Tax Law of the State of New York.

SECTION 2: PERSONS ELIGIBLE FOR EXEMPTION

Pursuant to the provisions of Section § 459-c of the Real Property Tax Law, there is
hereby established a partial exemption from real property taxes for real property
owned by the following qualified individual(s) whose income is limited by reason of
such disability, in accordance with the income schedule set forth in Section 4 below:

(a) one or more persons with disabilities; or

(b)by married person or a married couple, at least one of whom has a disability;
or

(c) by siblings, at least one of whom has adisability

SECTION 3: DEFINITIONS

Sibling - a brother or sister, whether related through half blood, whole blood or
adoption

Person with a Disability - a person who has a physical or mental impairment, not due to
current use of alcohol or illegal drug use, which substantially limits his/her ability to
engage in one or more major life activities, such as caring for one's self, performing
manual tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning and working, and
who: (a) is certified to receive social security disability insurance (SSDI) or Supplemental
Security Income (SSI) benefits under the Federal Social Security Act; or (b) is certified to
receive Railroad Retirement Disability benefits under the Federal Railroad Retirement
Act; or (c) has received a certificate from the State Commission for the Blind stating that
such person is legally blind; or (d) is certified to receive a United States Postal Service
disability pension. Or (e) is certified to receive a United States Department of Veterans
Affairs disability pension pursuant to 38 U.S.C. §1521.



An award letter from the Social Security Administration or the Railroad Retirement
Board, or a certificate from the State Commission for the Blind, or an award letter from
the United States Postal Service or an award letter from the United States Department of
Veterans Affairs shall be submitted as proof of disability

SECTION 4: INCOME SCHEDULE

The income eligibility levels for determining qualification for the partial exemption from
real property taxes for persons with disabilities and limited incomes are hereby
established in accordance with the following schedule:

ANNUAL INCOME PARTIAL TAX EXEMPTION

$19,000.00 or less O 50% |
©$19,000.01 - $19,999.99 45%
$20,000.00 - $20,999.99 40%
$21,000.00 - $21,999.99 | 35%

$22,000.00 - $22,899.99 30% }

$22,900.00 - $23,799.99 25%
$23,800.00 - $24,699.99 20%
$24,700.00 - $25,599.99 15%
$25,600.00 - $26,499.99 10%
$26,500.00 - $27,399.99 5%

SECTION 5: INCOME QUALIFICATIONS

(a) The “applicable income tax year” as used herein shall mean the second most recent
calendar year.

(b) The term "income" as used herein shall mean the "adjusted gross income" for federal
income tax purposes as reported on the applicant's federal or state income tax return for
the applicable income tax year, subject to any subsequent amendments or revisions to
Real Property Tax Law § 459-c (5)(iv); provided that if no such return was filed for the
applicable income tax year, the applicant's income shall be determined based on the
amounts that would have so been reported if such a return had been filed; and provided
further, that when determining income for purposes of this section, the following
conditions shall be applicable:



1) any social security benefits not included in such federal adjusted gross income
shall be considered income;

(2) distributions received from an individual retirement account or individual
retirement annuity that were included in the applicant's federal adjusted gross
income shall be considered income and shall not be excluded;

(3) any tax-exempt interest or dividends that were excluded from the applicant's
federal adjusted gross income shall be considered income;

(4) any losses that were applied to reduce the applicant's federal adjusted gross
income shall be subject to the following limitations:

(A) the net amount of loss reported on federal Schedule C, D, E, or F shall
not exceed three thousand dollars ($3,000) per schedule,

(B) the net amount of any other separate category of loss shall not exceed
three thousand dollars ($3,000), and

(C) the aggregate amount of all losses shall not exceed fifteen thousand
dollars ($15,000);

(d) Unless the property is used exclusively for residential purposes, provided,
however, that in the event any portion of such property is not so used exclusively
for residential purposes but is used for other purposes, such portion shall be subject
to taxation and the remaining portion only shall be entitled to the exemption provided

by this section;

(€) Unless the real property is the legal residence of and is occupied in whole or in
part by the disabled person; except where the disabled person is absent from the
residence while receiving health-related care as an inpatient of a residential health
care facility, as defined in §2801 of the Public Health Law, provided that any
income accruing to that person shall be considered income

SECTION 6. OTHER EXEMPTIONS

Any exemption provided by this local law shall be computed after all other partial
exemptions allowed by law, excluding the school tax relief (STAR) exemption authorized
by Real Property Tax Law § 425, have been subtracted from the total amount
assessed; provided, however, that no parcel may receive an exemption for the same
municipal tax purpose pursuant to both this local law and Real Property Tax Law

§467 (Senior Citizen Tax Exemption).



SECTION 7: INELIGIB

No exemption shall be granted:

(a) If the income of the owner or the combined income of the owners of the property for
the applicable income tax year exceeds the sum provided in Section 4 of this local law.

(b) Where title is vested in a married person, the combined income of such person
and such person’s spouse may not exceed such sum, except where one spouse or ex-
spouse is absent from the property due to divorce, legal separation or abandonment,
in which case only the income of the spouse or ex-spouse residing on the property
shall be considered and may not exceed such sum.

SECTION 8: ASSESSOR'S RESPONSIBILITY

At least sixty days prior to the appropriate taxable status date, the assessor shall mail to
each person who was granted exemption pursuant to this section on the latest completed
assessment roll an application form and a notice that such application must be filed on
or before taxable status date and be approved in order for the exemption to continue to
be granted. Failure to mail such application form or the failure of such person to receive
the same shall not prevent the levy, collection and enforcement of the payment of the
taxes on property owned by such person.

SECTION 9: APPLICATION TO TRUSTS

Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the provision of this local
law shall apply to real property held in trust solely for the benefit of a person or persons
who would otherwise be eligible for a real property tax exemption were such person or
persons the owner or owners of such real property.

SECTION 10: REPEAL, AMENDMENT AND SUPERSESSION OF OTHER LAWS

This Local Law supersedes all resolutions and Local Laws adopted by the Town of
Ridgeway to implement a partial real property tax exemption for Persons with
Disabilities and Limited incomes under §459-c of Real Property Tax Law.

SECTION 11: EFFECTIVE DATE

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Department of State and
shall apply to assessment rolls prepared on the basis of taxable status duties occurring
on and after March 1, 2024,





